How to set up an essay

I. Introduction paragraph

A. Opening statement

1. State a shocking statistic or statement.
2. Ask a question.
3. State a common misconception or problem.
B. Background and support statements

1. These sentences will answer your question (s) 

2. They will also give generalized information to your reader

3. They can clarify the misconception or problem 

4. Give historical information or past legal info-if any about the issue.
C. Thesis

1. Must have a controlling idea

a. tells how the topic will be discussed

2. Must have an attitude

a. tells the reader the position of the writer (for or against)

3. Essay Map

a. the three topics that will support the controlling idea and attitude

b. subtopics

c. each paragraph will have a subtopic

4. will be the last sentence of the introductory paragraph

II. Body paragraph

A. 1st sentence is the topic sentence

1. This sentence tells the reader the topic for the body paragraph.
B. Give one point

1. Explain the 1st point: Why is the above point important?
C. Give 2nd point

1. Explain 2nd point: Why is the above point important?
D. Give 3rd point

1. Explain 3rd point: Why is the above point important?
E. Transition into next paragraph.
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E. Transition into next paragraph.

IV. Body Paragraph

A. 1st sentence is the topic sentence

1. This sentence tells the reader the topic for the body paragraph.

B. Give one point

1. Explain the 1st point: Why is the above point important?

C. Give 2nd point

1. Explain 2nd point: Why is the above point important?

D. Give 3rd point

1. Explain 3rd point: Why is the above point important?

E. Transition into next paragraph.

V. Concluding paragraph
A. Summarize thesis—Do not copy and paste your original thesis.
B. Summarize some of your stronger points.  Choose two or three of your strongest points and restate/summarize them.  Do not copy and paste your original points.
C. Choose one or more of the following to do in your paper.

1. Call to action—This is when you tell the reader to do something/take some form of action if they agree.
2. Warning—You tell the reader that something bad will happen if things do not change soon or they will get worse.
    OR

3. Prediction—This is like a warning except it is positive. You tell the reader of a positive outcome if things change.
In the concluding paragraph you can use more than one of the above.
